
Brussels, 22 January 2007

Dear Mr./Mrs.,

I am writing to you with a sense of great urgency to express our concerns with regard to the DCI Country Strategy Papers for Asia and Latin America, which are currently under review by Member States and Parliament, with a view to their adoption in early March 2007. 

The DCI clearly states under article 5 that “Community assistance to Latin America, Asia, Central Asia, the Middle East as well as South Africa shall include actions to “increase access to and provision of health services for lower income population groups and marginalized groups, including women and children, persons belonging to groups subject to ethnic, religious or any other discrimination and persons with disabilities with a central focus on the related Millennium Development Goals, namely reducing child mortality, improving maternal and child health and sexual and reproductive health and rights as set out in the ICPD Cairo Agenda, addressing poverty diseases, in particular HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.” 

In Asia, an estimated 8.6 million people were living with HIV in 2006, including the 960 000 people who became newly infected in that year. Approximately 630 000 died from AIDS-related illnesses in 2006. India, for example, has the largest number of people living with HIV in the world, currently estimated to be 5.7 million people. Cambodia remains the country most affected by HIV/AIDS in Asia, with a national prevalence of approximately 2.6%. 
Injecting drug use and unsafe sex, particularly among young people, are so widespread in Asia that even countries with currently low infection rates could see the epidemic soar.
Two thirds of the estimated 1.7 million people living with HIV in Latin America reside in the four largest countries: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, and Mexico. However, estimated HIV prevalence is highest in the smaller countries of Central America where it was just under 1% in El Salvador, Guatamala, and Panama, 1.5% in Honduras and 2.5% in Belize in 2005. HIV transmission is occurring in the context of factors common to most of Latin America: widespread poverty and migration and rampant homophobia.
 Even though in most countries in Latin America, HIV is still primarily a concentrated epidemic, it is gradually moving out into the general population, and to women in particular.
Given this reality, we are extremely surprised to see that HIV/AIDS is not included as a priority in any of the draft CSPs and NIPs for Asia and Latin America for 2007-2103.  Even if, in the case of Cambodia, its draft CSP states that the situation in relation to HIV/AIDS is critical and threatens to undermine the development efforts of the country, its NIP is entirely lacking of any strategy to address the issues.

The European Commission made a strong commitment to the fight against HIV/AIDS in all its partner developing countries through the European Programme for Action to Confront HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis through External Action, which was adopted in April 2005. The Programme for Action states that “country strategy programmes will define an appropriate strategy and set of actions.”  

The draft CSPs for Asia and Latin America now under consideration for 2007-2013 do not reflect the priorities of the set of actions agreed in the European Programme for Action. The DCI Committee should clarify with the Commission why this is the case, and seek understanding as to whether the Commission is giving sufficient priority to the implementation of the Programme of Action.

We trust that the Member States will take the responsibility, assigned to them, to ensure that the approved CSPs reflect the commitments made on HIV/AIDS in the DCI and the Programme for Action, as the basis for a continued, strong and desperately needed EU response and action to confront the epidemic in Asia and Latin America. 

Yours sincerely,

Marielle Hart

Head of EU Policy

Stop AIDS Alliance
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