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Dear President Mbeki,

We, the undersigned, are writing to express our deep concern about the unwarranted firing of South African Deputy Health Minister Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge.

Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge championed a science-based approach to health policy and denounced AIDS denialism. She was one of the chief architects of South Africa's excellent HIV/AIDS National Strategic Plan, which is widely viewed as the first serious attempt by the South African government to tackle the HIV/AIDS pandemic ravaging its population. 

Nozizwe Madlala-Routledge championed HIV testing and treatment with anti-retroviral therapies (ARV). She played a key role in beginning to repair the relationship between the Department of Health and HIV clinicians and scientists, as well as civil society organizations working to end the HIV/AIDS crisis in South Africa.

The broad message sent by the firing is that the South African Government wishes to backtrack on the long-overdue systematic effort to provide ARVs to people with HIV/ AIDS, and to once again suppress honest talk about HIV/AIDS. Both you and Heath Minister Manto Tshabalala-Msimang may have expressed support for the National Strategic Plan, but your failure to act on the key features of the plan demonstrate that public avowals of support are not enough.

As the country with the highest number of people living with HIV in the world, it is past time for South Africa to assume its rightful place as a leader in providing ARV therapy. The people of South Africa deserve access to the same lifesaving therapies that are routinely made available in rich countries, and are increasingly available in developing countries, including many much poorer than South Africa. The National Strategic Plan on HIV and AIDS, which calls or provision of appropriate care for people with HIV, including ARV treatment when clinically necessary, committed the country to meeting this standard. We urge you in the strongest terms to demonstrate with actions your commitment to implementing the plan.

For now, we register our sadness and outrage at what can only be viewed as yet another chapter in the tragic story of the South African government's failure to adopt science-, evidence- and human rights- based approach to respond to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

Sincerely,

Acción Ciudadana Contra el SIDA (ACCSI), Venezuela
ACT UP East Bay, USA
Act Up-Paris, France
Advocates for Youth, USA
Africa Japan Forum, Japan
African Services Committee, USA
Afrihealth Information Projects, Nigeria
Afrihealth Optonet Association, Nigeria
Agua Buena Human Rights Association, Costa Rica
Aid for AIDS International
AIDS Action Baltimore, USA
AIDS Action Committee of Massachusetts, Inc., USA
AIDS Action Council, USA
AIDS Fonds, The Netherlands
AIDS Foundation of Chicago, USA
AIDS Mastery Fund, USA
AIDS Policy Project, USA
AIDS Vaccine Advocacy Coalition (AVAC), USA
Allies Linked for the Prevention of HIV and AIDS, USA
American Jewish World Service, USA
Artists for a New South Africa, USA
Asia Pacific Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (APN+)
Association of Nutrition Services Agencies, USA
Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Network, Canada
Canadian Treatment Action Council (CTAC)
Center for Policy Analysis on Trade and Health, USA
Center for Reproductive Rights, USA
Central and Eastern European Harm Reduction Network
China AIDS Info, Hong Kong, China
Coalition for Health Promotion and Social Development (HEPS), Uganda
Community HIV/AIDS Mobilization Project (CHAMP), USA
CREAThE O.N.L.U.S., Italy
Delhi Network of Positive People (DNP+), India
Essential Action, USA
European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG), Belgium
Fondation Femme Plus, DRC
Global AIDS Alliance, USA
Global Network of People with AIDS North America (GNP+ NA)
Grupo de Trabajo sobre Tratamientos del VIH, Spain
Grupo Português de Activistas sobre Tratamentos de VIH/SIDA (GAT),Portugal
Health GAP (Global Access Project), USA
Health Rights Action Group, Uganda
Health Triangle, Zambia
HIV Medicine Association, USA
HIVictorious, USA
International Council of AIDS Service Organizations (ICASO), Canada
International Rectal Microbicide Working Group
International Treatment Preparedness Coalition (ITPC)
International Women's Health Coalition
Intersect India
Intersect Worldwide, USA
Japanese Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (JaNP+), Japan
Kenya AIDS Intervention Prevention Project Group, Kenya and USA
Kenya Treatment Access Movement (KETAM)
Latin American and Caribbean Council of AIDS Service Organizations (LACCASO), Venezuela
Latin American Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (RedLa+)
National Association of People Living with HIV/AIDS, Nepal
National Union of the Organizations of HIV/AIDS Affected People
(UNOPA), Romania
Network of Zimbabwean Positive Women (NZPW+)
New York City AIDS Housing Network, USA
Northern Lights Trust, UK
Pan African Treatment Access Movement (PATAM)
PENDING AIDS Healthcare Foundation, USA
Philadelphia FIGHT, USA
Physicians for Human Rights, USA
Positive Generation, Cameroon
Positive Life Association of Nigeria (PLAN)
Russian Harm Reduction Network
Sightsavers International, UK
Sisters United, Kenya
South Carolina Campaign to End AIDS, USA
Southern Africa Treatment Access Movement (SATAMO)
STOP AIDS NOW!, The Netherlands
Stop HIV/AIDS in India Initiative (SHAII), USA
Student Global AIDS Campaign (SGAC), USA
Tanzania National Network of People with HIV/AIDS (TANEPHA)
The AIDS Institute, USA
Treatment Action Group (TAG), USA
Treatment Action Movement (TAM), Nigeria
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee, USA
Young Activists Against AIDS, Ghana

	


